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TO MR. WILBERFORCE. 
LETTER FP. 
(concluded from page 98. 
The declaration made to the Jewish people by the Al- 
ghty, | that “he visiteth the iniquity oi the fathers up a} 
me idren to the 7 and fourth generation of them that i: 
hate th m.” furnishes us with nether exam ole of 4 


incouciusive mode of reasoning. 
drawn irom it, that as itis Inconsistent with the justice of 
God to visit the iniquity of parents upon their offspring in 
one instance, Why vet in all, ‘The answer upon the prin- 
c ip sles stated above is obyious. When circumstances which 
have anapparent similarity indicate themselves, upon close 
examination, to be esse utially different, no argument from 
so sli¢ht and impertect an analogy can be admitted. ‘This 
threat may prove ttselito be within the sphere not only of 
iustice, but of benignity. ‘The good enjoyed may yet sur- 
pass the evils sufler ad; and uudeubtedly will surpass the 
deserts of the ofien ding su fferer. The threat was intended 
to prevent the olfence ; while it shuts no door to the repen- 
tance which severity is calculated and designed to promote : 
sud which will be suceceded by the return of the divine 
fivour aud protection. What relation has such an admo- 
nition with that final state of things, where punishment in- 
finitely exceeds personal demerit, repeutance can be of no 
avail, and |“hope never comes that comes to all?” We 
roust also ‘observe, that, according to the manifest constitu- 
tion of human aioe a regular series of cause and effect 

is established in every station and relation of life ;—and 
the nature and complexion of the one, will be according to 
the tendency of the other. Parents are not only the source 
of Lae existen: + bat of the it of th. 
the prosperity and distress of children, in cases innumera- 
ble, depend upon the success or adversity, the prudence or 
imprudence, the viriwons or vicious conduct of the authors 
of their being. It was therefere a benignant admonition 
which warned the Israclites that the effects of a rebellions 
conduct would extend their pernicious influence beyond 
the existant generation 3 that by transmitting an idolatrous 
spirit to their posterity, they necessarily transmit the pun- 
ishments annexed to 11.—In the same declaration they are 
ioformed, ree merey would be shewn tothousands of those 
whe loved him and kept his commandments. In this very 
passage, therefore, the divine be nignity shines conspicuous, 
both im ihe threat and in the promise ; ani i the disposition 
tochew mercy isrepresented as greatly exceeding that to 
chastise; perfectly harmonizing with the many other assur- 
ances, that he issiow to anger, and plenteous in mercy: 
that he will not always chide, nor retain ns anger forever. 

Assurances as 0p; iosite to the system We are con batting as 
ihe me widien da Ly to the gloom of midnight; as t! he joys of 
heaven to the pangsof heli. If that system be true, the 
punishment is miheted uponsonuis that could not be ad- 


wouished by the threat ; the visitation is an eternity of 


pire Wns jloyed Te iser'y ; the Deity is quick to revenge, in- 


finitely slow to pardon ; he doth chic where there is uo 
jauli ; audins anger eadureth jorever Without any just 
}rovoe ation ! 

Wf arguments from slight analogies formed upon admit- 
ted facts thu prove me ounclusive, these deduced from vague 
conjecture ought to prove mere uneatisiactory. In your 
attempt to convince the seeptic of tie truth of the Chris- 
tias 2 





An argument has been | jMan of sense cau admit such a dovtrine Wiiuout evicenc 


“4 off prone. er Lia} + 


a re ligvou. Which. accor m2 to vour ereed, necessarily 


—— ee 
comprehends the belief of this dectrine ; you demand of 
him whether “all this weight of eyideuce is to be over-bal- 
anced by this ove ditieulty on a subject so confessedly 
high and mysterious? considering, too, that he must allow 
we see but a part,—oh, how sinall a part of the vniversal 
creation of God, and ree our fatulties are Incompetent to 
judge of the scheme of iis jufiuite wiadiem.’ Not to ob- 

ve that the wile att ry on the Subject 1s, 


; 





tla “ily 


, 
and that every diieulty is at once removed by rejectine it; 
not to repeat what has already been advanced to 


futility of your reasouing concern.ng the incon 


prove the 
ipetcney of 

‘the human faculties, to judge of religious leneta ; it is ve ry 
apparent from ihe above passage, that you feel your elf 
necessitated topiunge into the immensity of creaiion iu 
search of an argument to justify your hypothes 2— We 
shall follow you for a moment, attempt to give shape and 
consistency to vague ideas coushed under seneral ¢ spres- 
sions, aid shew that your system: can derive no consolation 
or support from this quarter. Your observation can only 
re rele »vant to the subje et by its suggesting, that the plan ot 
rovidence towards our first parents and their offspring, 
may be intimately, connected with, and exert an impor- 
tant mfuence over, some other part of the universal eysiem, 


Dut we can conceive of no other iailuence than the foree of 


example ; and the only object of tins example must be to 
deter other probationary beings from ihe imitation of a 


similar conduct. If this, Sir, be your meaning, the objec- 
tions against it are as formidable as aay that have bee ure 
ced avainst the doctrine which gave it existe. 
arge do you imagine the namber of these parental repre- 
seutatives of future offsprings, which require such un oR- 
nener of hraonin : in der to keep th mime ; x" 






ideas shall we form of their primitive character, if meth- 
ods like these are requisite toretain them in their allegi- 
ance? Must they not be too depraved to merit such sacri 
fices? Or dare we for a moment entertain the horrid idea 
that the divine wisdom and goodness eau discover 
methods inorder to teach lessons of obedience to surroun- 
ding worlds? Cancrvelty and injustice become the basis 
of the moral goverment of the most periect of beings > 
Will he create a mass of misery among one race of his 
creatures that another may escape tt? It is most true, Sir, 
that we cannot fathom the depths of miinite wisdom.— 
“The ways of the most perfect Being are not as our ways, 
nor his thoughts as our thoughis.” They are infinitely 
better, not infinitely worse. They are “high as the heayeus 
above our thoughts and our ways,” not deeper iuan the 
abyss below them! If this condemnation of the himan 
race for the sin of Adam be iise!f cruci and uujust. as you 
ackoowledge yourself sometimes tempted to sus) et, ihe 


utmost extent of its uses cannot alter its nature. We are 
forbidden to de evil that good may come ; and infwice per 
fection will never set us the example. T'ypatuy iiccl) iv 
its most Wanton exertions, has never devised br executed 
plan so extravagant; has never attempted to retai 


class of subjects in obedience, by g oil beti Ing th 





no better 








' offspring of another ! 
These remarks may possibly convince you, that your 
embryo argument agai proceeds roma very defective anal- 
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osy. You must now suppose that, because exemplury 


punishment may be useful amoug one class of frail ead ime 
| peri ct ereatures, it becomcs absolutely rec — > to pre- 
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‘ne guilty are made to suffer for the good of the communi- 
ty they have injured, the innecent offspring of the guilty 


ray be exposed to suflerings unparalleled, for the good of 


a state with which they have no other connexion ;—be- 


cause pains and imprisonments form too large a portion of 


our detective governments, they are absolutely necessary 
under the periect administration of a most perfect Being, 
to retain one part of the universal system in obedience ; 
and that he has created a race or races of beings, whose 
powers and dispositions have been exactly adapted to such 
disingenuous motives. 


‘Thus, my good Sir, do we find, upon taking not a partial 
and superficial, but a full and comprehensive survey of 
this doctrine, as stated by 1is warmest advocates, that it is 
«irrounded by the most formidable objections ; objections 
which cannot be contuted nor evaded. Your system, pro- 
fessing to lay the whole plan of Providence beture us, en- 
ables usto judze of its nature and complexion: and we 
may safely pronounce that it Is inconsistent with the per- 
fections of Deity. The divine attributes are so implicated 
iu this transaction, that one cannot possibly escape without 
the impeachment of some other. There must have been 
a deficieney in foresight, im wisdom, in power, in justice, 
or in goodness, or the event as represented in your system, 
could not have happened. W Satan deceived the Allwise, 
then was he still wiser :—if he succeeded in opposition to 
the exertions of the Almighty to prevent the evil, then was 
he more powerful :—if the event took place with his con- 
currence or connivance, then was it conspiracy with the 
evil one, contrary to all the prmeiples of justice, goodness, 
and commiseration ; and he whose nature and character if 
isto hate sim and misery, fermed a league with Satan to 
render them perpetual! Surely, Sur, these inductions, 
flowiug suv necessarily from your system, ought to make you 
tremble. Look at it again, and say, can a doctrine which 
contams suchan accumulation of absurdities and impieties, 
be deemed honourable to our Creator? ought it to be con- 
sidered as the basis of true Christianity ? 

If you still remain unconvinced of your error, raspect- 
ing the doctrine itself, you will, it is hoped, conclude from 
the above train of reasoning, that when the nominal Chris- 
tian renounces adoctrime you think so essential, he may al- 
ac be actuated by a concern for the honor of God ; that it 
ie neta desire to extol human nature in a manner flattering 
to human pride, which prompts him to deny this original 
depravity, with its consequent punishment ; nor a wish to 
shew lumeself wise above what is written, which induces 
him torejeet the supposed covenant as apocryphal, and 
contemplate its conditions with horror. He argues not for 
himasell, but the character of his God, and your God is in- 
timately concerned inthe debate: that Being whom we 
are commanded both to love and imitate. Since it is en- 
joined upon us thet we “be perfect as our heavenly Father 
is perfect,” how important is it that we entertain the most 
worthy ideas of the divine character and conduct, in order 
that obedience to his commands may be in unison with the 
imiiation of hisexample! Bat if your system be true, 
the imitation of the divine model would naturally: lead us 
to be incautious, or unjust, or cruel ; implacable in our re- 
gentments, and partial in our forgiveness. We also should 
feel ourselves entitled to revenge every injury under the 
pretext of satisfyimg vindictive justice ; for if justice in the 
abstract necessarily requires the punishment of the offen- 
der, neither can we pardon withont committing an offence 
against it, by being unjust to ourselves. 

We are commanded to “love the Lord our Ged with all 
our hearts, with all enr sonls, with all our might :” bit this 
devont and ardent aflectioncan only be founded upon a 
eonviction of his superlative goodness. Every sentiment 
that has a tendency to check this conviction, must inevita- 
bly damp the ardor of our affection. Every sentiment that 
largely displays the divine benignity is calenlated to tan 
the devout flame. In the dociriue of original sin, and its 
ordamed conccquences, most certain it is that the universa 
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eee 


benevolence of the Deity is not rendered conspieuons + 
much less is it represented in a manner adapted to warm 
the generous heart. The only love that can be excited 
consistent with its principles, is the personal gratitude of 
the elect, for what they justly term astonishing and unmer- 
ited favour. Out of this small circle,the Universal Par- 
ent must beeome an object of terror. The duty must 
therefore be confined to them ; for the non-elect, experien- 
cing uo essential benignity, cannot possibly perform it. 
They must be as destitude of motives, as you deem them 
destitute of power. ‘There isselfishness also in the affec- 
tion of the elect, which diminishes the lustre of so excel- 
lent a disposition ;—for a due regerd to that other com- 
mand, “thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyselty’ would 
disqualify a benevolent mind for the enjoyment of this ex- 
clusive felicity. It would lament the misery of the damn- 
ed too deeply to feel satisfaction at the distinguished favour 
conferred upon itself ;—unless, indeed, you adiait another 
extravagance, and suppose it will be the ofhee of the same 
spirit which softens the Christran’s heart in tious world, to 
harden it in amore exalted state ! 

Uow different this contracted monopolizing temper, and 
the scheme which inspires it, froin that inspired by a con- 
viction of the universal benignity of Deity, evtitling us te 
call upon the whole earth “to rejoice ihat the Lord God 
Omnipotent reigneth " from being fully assured that “his 
throne is established in righteousness, cud that his mercy 
eudureth forever!” Sentimeuts like these must impress 
the wicked in the hour of reflection ; and they communicate 
joy unalloyed to the benevolent christian as often as his 
mind yields itself up to their full impression ! 


The following letter, was written by Mis. M. Townsend, 
of the city of New-York, who has lately been excommu- 
nicated from the Presbyterian Church under the pastoral 
care of Dr. Spring, for the high handed, and unpardonable 
crime of believing, in the universal, and unlimited good- 
ness of God ; or, according to the complaint of the Cliurch 
for not believing in the “dostrine of the everlasting pun- 
ishment of the wicked.” The letter contains her reasons 
for believing in the salvation of all men, and is worthy ot 
a candid perusal. Happy would it be fogprofessors of re- 
ligion, in general, were they able to give a reason of the 
hope that is in them with meekness and fear. Mrs. T. is the 
person excommunicated, when the Rev. Dr. made that re- 
markable declaration ; “We trust there are no members in 
this Church who believe this error, but if there are, we 
request them to keep at tu themselves, and they can be held 
in communion. But if they avow it, we shall be under 
the painful necessity of excommunicating them !” 


New-York, Jan. 31, 1822. 


Rev. Dr. Serine, 


Srr,—Some time has elapsed since ovr last meeting. 
which took place at your house, upon the subject of my 
differing in faith upon some points of doctrine from the 
church of which Ihadlong beena member. Since that 
period, | nave searched the Scriptures with prayerful at- 
tention, | hope, with an eye single fo the glory of God, aud 
think I feel rather convinced of the trath than fallacy of 
the doctrine [ at that time advocated. {f am well aware 
that as fam not allied by faith, it is not proper for me to 
remain longer a member of the church over which you 
preside ; and if consistent, wonld solicit a dismission, rath- 
er than submit toa public trial, (which T am inturmed is 
expected to take place) and hope my name may ve with’ 
drawn, without giving offence, in love. 

Although we now differ im some potats, we tre assur 
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the time is coming, when all shall be taught of God, whom 
to know is lite eternal; when that glorious period arrives, 
we shall all confess One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism, 
One God and Father of all. My mind has at times been 
painfully exercised on the reflection of being denied fellow- 
ship, aud communion with the church, at a time when my 
heart Was more than ever filled with love and gratitude to 
my Creator, for the manifestation of his love to man, and 

auticipated much pleasure ia commemorating that love, 
which led the lather to send his Son tobe the Savieur of 
the world. 


Although T was not personally acquainted with aty of 
the members, still ] felt an attachment for them as Breth- 
ren; but in the midst of these trials, the Lord has gra- 
ciously supported me. On opening his Word of Truth, he 
has enabled me to feed by faith upon the bread of life ; he 
Jias potted me to the Lamb of God, thattaketh away the 
‘im ] east my care, for I know that he 
careth forme. I letely heard you preach a Sermon on the 
atunement, the most of which was truly consoling. Yeur 
reasoning and provis upon its extent and fulness, were un- 
answerable; but when you endeavorred to show its limi- 
ted application, Teould aot recoucile it with many scripture 
declaratious—such as, “ile is the propitiation for our sins, 
and not for evrs only, but for the sins of the whole world.’ 
‘i hereiore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we 
trust in the living God, who is the Savieur of ail men, (as 
wellas) specially of them that believe. For this is good 
andacceptable inthe sight of God our Saviour, who will 
bave all men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of 
the truth. For there is one God, and one Mediator bhe- 
tween God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave him- 
self a ransom for all, to be testified in due time. For the 
earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the mani- 
testation of the sousof God. For the creature was made 
subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who 
bath subjected the same in hope :—because the creature 
itself also shall be delivered trom the bendage of corrup- 
tion, into the glorions liberty of the children of God. For 
we know that the whole creation groaneth (or every crea- 
ture) and travaileth in pam tovether until now ; and not 
only (hey, but ourselves also, which have the first-frnits of 
the Spirit, (believers) even we our-el, os, groan within our- 
waiting jor the adopi.on, to wif, the redemption of 
our body.” 


sin of the world ; on 


selves, 


These and many other declarations, I think, go far to 
show, that the alonement will prove efficacious to all for 
whem it was intended ; andthat the purpose for which the 

Saviour came, will be accomplished. He says, * I came 
not to judge the world, but to seve the world.”—That he 

came to “seek and to save that which was lost ;” and that 
he finished the work his Father gave himtodo. The apos- 
tle tells us, ibat “while we were enemics, we were recon- 
ciled to God by the death of his Sou, much more being rec- 
enciled, we shall be saved by his life.” That there is no 
other name given under Heaven, whereby we must be sa- 
ved, but the name of Jesus. Thou shalt call his name Je- 
sus, because he shall save his people trom theirsins.” Are 
we not a/lhis people by creation and redemplion ? (though 
not by faith.) “My people shall be willingin the day of 
my power. Thou hast given him power over all fiesh, that 
he should give eternal iife to as miauy as thou hast given 
him. The heathen thine inheriiance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth thy possession.” The Psalmist, when ex- 
horting all the earth to praise the Lerd, says, * We are his 
people, and ihe sheep of his pasture. He is good fo all. 
and his fender mercies are over ail his works.” Paul de- 
clares, “We are also his offspring.” The apostle tells us, 
that “by the offence of one, judgment came upon all men 
unto condemnation ; even so by the righteousness of one, 
the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. 
Asin Adam a// die, even so, in Christ shall a/l be made 
alive.” Itappears from these passages, that the free gift 
x2 ws extensive as the offence. 


We read, * The grace of 


God which bringeth salvation to all men hath appeared, 
(but not yet to all men) teaching us, that, denying ungod- 
liness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteous- 
ly and godly in this present worla,” 


The question naturally arises, Why are some brought to 
a knowledge of the truth, whilst others are left to their 
own blindness, and hardness of heart? Our Saviour was 
asked by his disciples, why he taugiit im parables ; he re- 
plied, “Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of Heaven, bit to thein it is not,” &c.—" ven so 
Father, for so it seemeth goed in thy sight.” &.—* As it 3s 
written, Behold, [lay im Siona stumbling stone and rock 
of offence,” &c. Bui, “have they stumbled that they 
should fai 2 God forbid.” (LT think Romanus xi. throws 
great light on the subject.) © For God hath concluded 
them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy en all 
Well might the apocties break out in this rapturous ex- 
clamation, * QO! the depth of the riches both of the w.s- 
dom aad knowledge of God ; how unsearchable his judg- 
ments, and his ways past finding eut!” Under these con- 
siderations he says, “1 beseech you, therelore, by the mer- 
cies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 
The apostle to the Ephesiaus says, “Having made knowa 
unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure, which he hath purposed in huuself; that m the 
dispensation ef the fulness of: times, he might vather te- 
gether in one, all things in Christ, both which are im heuy- 
en, and which are on earth, even in him ; iz whom also we 
have obtamedan inheritance, being predestinated ac cor- 
ding to the purpose of him who worketh all things after 
the couusel of his own will; that we should be to the praise 
of his glory, who first trusted in Christ; in whom ye also 
trusicd, atter that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your sdiggtion ; in whom also, aiier that ye believed, ye 
were ceded with that holy spirit of promise, which is the 
earnest of our inheritance, until the redemption of the 
purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.” 


It eppears that the mystery of God’s will, is, that he 
might gather together in one ai/things in Christ, &e. He 
suys, “ After that ye heard the word of ¢ri//. the gospel ot 
your salvation, ye believed.” The gospel of theirscalvation, 
Was a trata as much before, as after they b sieved it ; oth- 
erwise, faith creates the object of our belief. The record 
that God has given of his Son, is, that in him “ we bave 
eternal life ;” (this is a truth.) if we believe it vot, we 
make godalar. IJohny. 11. Solong as we disbelieve 
this truih, we are ina state of condemnation ; being ignor- 
antof the things that make for our peace, and strangers 
trom the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without 
Godin the world; and we suffer ihe misery Cousequent 
apon unbelief, “If we believe not, yet he abideth taith- 
ful.” What if some did not believe? shall their uubelief 
make the faith of God without effect ? God forbid, yé % 
let God be true, but ey ry man a liar +-—no man can suy 
that Jesus is Lord, b y the Holy Ghost :-—when the 
Spirit takes of the things of Jesus, and shows them uute 
us, we shall believe his testimony. We cannot love the 
character of God until we know him. “ He who loveth 
not, knoweth not God, forGopnis Love. Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that he loved us. There is no 
rear mlove ; but perfect love casteth out fear, because 
fear hath torment. We love him because he firs/ loved us.” 
Thus it appears to me. We read, “Thou hast put all things 
in subjection under his feet. But now, we see not all 
things yet put under him ; but we see Jesus, who was made 
a little lower than the angels, for the suffering o: death 
crowned with glory and honour, that he by the grace of 
God should taste death for everyman. For as much thep 
ns the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also 
limself likewise took part of the same; that through 
death he might destroy him that had the power of death, 
that is the devil ; ; and deliver them who through fear of 
death were ail their life-time subject to bondage.” it ap- 
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as heing @// thew Jife-fime snbiect to 


pears, those spoken of 


hontage through fear of death, were unbeiievers ; 


yet 
leliver them. 


Lam tanghtihat, “by the deeds of the law shall no flesh 


be jnstified.’ Nhat “had there heen a few which contd 
have given hile, verily rightconsness sl have been bs 
il iw. We aresaved by grace throuvh faith, and that 
notof ocurselves, itis the gift of God. Net of works, lest 


any man should be ast.” ‘Phat “Christ hath ri 
jrom the curse of the law. beme made 
»sheen had gone a 


leemed us 

pat 
for us. 
trav, the “Lord laid 


it he sufi 


curse 
When we all lik 
upon hin the iniquity of usall. Th 
for tye unjust. 


1. the ynust 
lle 
A 


ram fer on 


Hlissont was made an offerine for sin. 


} i 
¢ A Was Taseu i 


was delivered jor our olleneces 
qyustification.” = The justified by hits 
hlood, we shall be saved trom wrath through him.” (The 
kunowledze of these facts gives us peace ; or by faith, we 
have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.) If 
} know my ewn heart, upon this foundation rests my hope, 
—the sufferings, death. and resurreetion of the Redeemer. 
*iven the righteousness of God. hich /s by faith of Jesus 
Christ, unto all. aad upon all them that ! lieve : 
ne difference ; 


‘” ’ 
refore, “ beraz now 





for there ts 
tor ali 


have sinned an! short of the 


“lory ot Go I; he ine 1" tified freely by his ereece. 


mone 


through 
“tt Jesus: whom God hath 
hin his blood, to 


are 


the redemption that is in Chri 
ent forth, fo be a propitiation. through fait 
declare his righteousness, for the remission of sins that 
past, through the forbearance of God; that he might be 
Just, and the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus. 
Where is boasting then? What Gol hath eleansed, eal] 
yot thou common” or unclean. Under a realizing sense of 
these truths, Jam constrained tosav, with Veter, * Foras 
much then as Ged hath given unto them (the world.) the 
like gifts as he has nato us who beheve onthe Lord, what 
am I, ihat [ should withstand God? Who hath made me 
to differ from those that see not the things that make for 
their peace ?” 
I know not that it Is necessary to say more. What! 
have written appears to me to be truth. When IT hear the 
estitution of all things speken of by all God's holy proph- 
ets, (Acts m1. 21.) and the declaration of Jehovah tou Abra- 
ham, saying, “ In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth 
be blesse:l ;” “J have sworn by myself, Ue 


is gone out of iny mouth. righteousness, 


and again 


word 

and shall not re- 
turn, that unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue 
shall swear, surely shall say. la the Lord have I righteous- 
ness and stregili, to him shall come,” &e.; Pam fully per- 
suiaded he ts able to perform what he has promised, and 
that he will do all bis pleasure. Weare told, “ The last 
enemy shail be destroyed, Death. So when this corruptible 
shall have put on ineorruption, aud this inortal shall have 
put on immortalit:, tien shall be brought to pass the say- 
ing, Death is swallowed up im victory. The Lord God 
will wipeaway tears from off all faces. O death, where 
éethy stmg? O grave, where is thy vietory? The sting 
of death is sin, but thanks be to Gea who giveth us the 
victory, through our Lord Jesus CAPE’ 

How can I reconcile these consoling declarations with 
the doctrine of endless misery! Tf these sentnents be er- 
roneous, my understanding must be convinced betore I can 
renounce them. J] have 
the hope that isin me, | trust, with meekness and fear. 

MARIA TOWNSEND. 

P.S, Since writing the above, | have received a citation 
toaprear before tire Session on Monday, the 11th inst. 
which I decline doing, 9s ] have written all | have to say, 
presuming this will be laid betore the Session. 

At ameeting of the Session of the Brick Church, Beckman- 
street, held in Session Room, Friday, June 28, 1822. 

The Committee in the case of Mrs. Marta 'Townsend, 
reported, That they had called on Mrv. T. aud made a last 
effort to convinee her of her error, and they regret to say 
that their efforts were without any calutary effect. 


* 


Ps 


Sten] 
“ma 
or 
— 
" | 
} iz 
we 
—— 
, F. 
| a, 
t) Pew 
| 
Nica 
oe 
']e>| 
is 
— 
| ~ 
. 





endeavoured to give a reason of 


a eee 


» excom- 
municated trem this Church, and that the first public an- 


nunciation of this sentence be made the ensuing Lord's 
Da 

Ordered, That the fellowiug minute be made in the 
nt, 
ate Ca » 


en, by suffictent proof, 
i of persevering disbelief of the t 
ij panishment of the wicked, a 
monition and prayer, obstimately reused to hear the 
Church, and hath manifested no evidence of repentance, 
therefore. in the name, and by the autherity of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, this S pronounce fer to be exelud d 
from the communion of the Chur: 


Whereas Maria Townsend hath b 


’ 
ecouvictl doctrine of the 
atest ads } a ee Tee 
VOriasy hi aiter much au- 


ag 100 


Ordered, That the Clerk furnvsch Vrs. Townse: 


copy of the above proceedings hi her case, 


1d witha 


ANOTHER EXCOMMUNICATION. 


Bv the following wediscover the genera! prevalence of 
that bigoted and persceuting spirit w! 


orthodoxy, 


uch burns in the bo- 
som ot the believers of and blazes fori in de- 


nunctations, and excommuniecations, whieh are a discrace 


iif 
to this enlichtened age. Beeause a man belicves. that the 
Almighty is good, impartially good to al! his rational 
otispring, is he to be proseribed. and expelled from ous 
society? Is itsueh aecrime tobcheve that God will pa 


don and forgive his children and lead the:n afl to true re- 
pentance, that a man cannot be considered a Chri 


l 


Mr. Winchester is charged with the ercat crime 
believing m “the endless punisliment! of the 
> Jtis presumed that if Mr. 


trine in the Bible he would hav: 
} 


of not 
t finally 3 npeni- 
We had fonnd 


her n dist osed 


fente this doc- 
to believe 
ut unfortunately for the advocaies of endless misery, 
the expression “finally tmpenitert” i vol- 
ume, mentioned in the seriptures. 
On the contrary, we read that “God wes m Christ 
ciling the world unto himself." —‘SVhen the world is recon- 
ciled there can be no “finaliy tiapendcd’—Agam, “God 
hath given him, a name which ts above every neme; that 
at the name of Jmsus every ko of thiuegs in 
heaven, and things on earth,anud things uuder the earth; 
and that every tongue shoul contess that Jesus Clirist ts 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 
knee shall bow, and every tongue shell confess that Jesus 
Christ 1s Lord, there will be no “finaly impendent.” That 
God will gather together in one, ali things im Christ, is 
scripture doctrine; when this is done there will be no 
“finally impenitent.” 
ted from the church, he believes the doctrine 
taught in the scriptures? So it is.—World not those Rev- 
erend pastors of the church, convince those they excomiuu- 
nicate if in their power? Wonid they not be williug to 
have the letters written by those under censure read in 
their church meetings, or allow the ceusured personally to 
give, before the church, their reasons for believing in the 
salvation of all mea, if that sentimeut was anti-scriptural 
and could be easily refuted? Most essuredly they would. 
But so fur trom this a person ts not allowed to be heard im 
hisown defence. Hermust either tamely subinit to, the 
doctrine of his partial judges, renounce hits faith in the uni- 
versal benevolence of God, or, be excomununicated. 
EXCOMMUNICATION, 

Whereas you Hurnarp H. Wrncenestrer, have been 
adjudged guilty of departing from the foith once delivercd to 
the saints, in denying the endless punishment, of the jinaliy 
impenitent, and in embracing the doctrine of Universal Sal- 
vation ; also of disorderly walk, in setling yourself up as a 
preacher of the gospel, without authority, and in advocating 
and propagating sentiments dangerous to the morals and 
souls of men, and after due admonition, and much patience, 
do yet remain obstinate, giving no evidence of repentance : 


it ; 
netin the sacred 
No such characters ere 


recone 


»should bow 


When then every 


Shall then aman be excommunica- 


beeau e 





and it being the will and ordimance of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
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that his church have no fellowship with wicked and secanda- 
lous persons; but withdraw themselves from every brother 
who walketh disorderly, aud ca+t such out of the church ; 
and esteem and treat them as heathens aud publicans. 

i du therefore in the name, and by the authority of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and with the consent and by a unani- 
mous Vote of this chuch, declare you, Hivueparp Harnine- 
Ton WINCHES?PPR, excommunicated and east out of the 
communion of the church of Christ; debar you from their 
privileges, and deliver you into the visible kingdom of saian, 
for the destruction of thy fleshly aad corrupt principles and 
practices, that thy spirit may be saved in the day of the 
Lord Jestis. 

Done in behalf and by a unanimous vote of the church. 

EPHRAIM HOLLAND NEWTON, 
§ Pastor of the Congregational Church of 
é Christ, in this place. 
Marlborough, Vermont, Wind- ? 
ham County, Nov. 1 1822. 5 

These certily, the above sentence was publicly pronoun- 
ced at Martborough aforesaid, in public assembly, Lord’s 
cay, Nov, 24. 1622. 


Attest, Eh... NEWTON, Pastor. 


faith is calculated to make enthuciasts, to inspire incu with 
extraordinary courage and jead them to eucounter great 
difficulties and perform wonderful exploits. If they can 
persuade themselves that they are destined to a particular 
nd,or te accomplish certain porposes, they are inspired 
with confidence which no rational causes cou produce. It 
is in no small degree, to this doctrine, that the spirit, cour- 
age and perseverance of the Matometaus of the first ages, 
are to be ascribed, which gave them so fierce and warlike a 
character, and enabled them to make such extensive con- 
quests. But the confilence and courage inspired by a be- 
lief in this doctrine is a blind tn falvciion, and although it 
may be directed to useful purposes, its natural operation is 
the most pernicious ; ittends to make men obdurate, in- 
flexible and cruel; to be unjust and unmercitul, regard- 
less of the consequence of their conduct to others and even 
to themselves. Hence, from the influence of this blind be- 
lief, the Mahometans when the plague has appeared among 
them, have neglected all precautions to check its progress, 
whereby thousands have fallen miserable victims to its rav- 
ages. Relieving that every thing which comes to pass, had 
heen predestinated, they deemed it idle to attempt to save 
themselves ; it only remained for thein to await their fate. 
It is a fair test of the moral tendency of any deetrme, to 
examine what its practical effect would be, if implecitly be- 


Kiwsene Attest lieved in, and the couduct of its votaries was strictly reru- 
. i of . ite . Ps . . - . 
: SEW TON lated by it. Itis apparent that the dognia of predestine- 
bh. HW. NEWTON, Pasior. tion, if fully believed, must take away ihe effect of the 
Marlborourh, Noy. 26, 1822 x ’ 
é ad : tle ‘ ~~. = *. ‘i— we. 
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POR THE INQUIRER. 
THE MORALITY OF THE GOSVEL;: OR 
TUE IMMORAL TENDENCY OF CALVINISM. 
NO. 9. 


We commenced an examination ef the moral tendency 
of come of the tundamental doctrines of Calvinism, and in 
the two last numbers bestowed some considerations on 
these degmas of the church, called original sin and total 
depravity. In the present we will notice the moral influ- 
enceot thee lv ristic ne tron of I his doc- 

that God bath, from all eternity by an imma- 
table decree fore wdained whatsoever comes to puss. There 


pre destination. 


irine teaches 


aceountaliiity of man asa free moral agent. We know 
that calvinists atlempito recone.le such palpable contra- 
dictions, and maintain, that foreordination is per 
sistent with the free agency of man. 
more absurd than this; if every act ofa mau’s life has been 
pre-determined by nis maker loug before he came into ex- 
istence, by an immutable decree, can he have any controul 
over his actions? Canhe act contrary to such deeree. and 
defeat the purposes of the Almighty? If he cannot, 
wherein does his free agency consist? Goes it consist in do- 
ing that which he cannot avoid doing, which he is 
led todo by an mevitabie neccss.ty ? 


ctly con- 
But nothing can be 


compel- 
Docs not this doc- 
trine degrade man to a mere insiruament, or machine, whick 
was not only or:gimally set in operation, hut every move- 
ment of which, ts still directed by its maker. 

But this doctrine is as derogatory to the character of 
God as it 1s to that of man, for by taking away ail moral 


‘ 


ey 


yecas 


is certainly one recommendation of this dogma; it is at 
least intellivible, there is nothing mysterious or incompre- 
hensible mit. If God has by an immutable decree, pre- 
destinated whatsoever comes to pass, it follows that every 
thing which takes place must be according to his will anda 
consequence of hisdecree. It will be remembered that it 


a4 


agency and accountability from the latter, and making hire 
only an instrument in the hands of his creator, it places God 
in man’s stead, and makes Him responsible for all his eon- 
duet, his vices and his follies. It not only makes God the 
author of sin in a general, sense, but the immediate agent 


Segh hay 


$= 
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is notso much our purpose to examine the correctness of 


this doctrine as the practical effect of it; but to do this it 
may be insome measure important to see how far this no- 
tion is founded in truth. ‘The dogma of predestination ac- 
cording to school divinity, does not at all depend on the 
philosophical principle of cause and effect ; it supposes that 
every occurrence however trivial was decreed or ordered 
by the Governor of the universe, and not that it has resul- 
ted from the nature and constitution of things. According 
to this doctrine therefore, every thing which takes place, 
is the cmmediate effect of a divine decree and is produced 
by the direct agency of Almighty power ; there can be no 
mtermediate causes whatsoever. 

Thedogma of predestination is precisely the same as 
that of the fatalism of the Greeks and Romans; fate or 
destiny With the ancients, was considered as binding even 
upon the Gods. Most of the Paganstbelieved im fatalism, 
and predestination formed a part of the relizion of the 
Jews. But the doctrine of predestination no where forms 
a more prominent feature than in the systern taught by 
Mahomet, and itis ainong the followers of the prophet, 
that this doctrine is most implicitly believed, and the per- 
picions effects of it most conspicuously uutolded. This 


and cause of every particular sin; if an individual com- 
mits a crime he only acts in obedience to God’s decree Jaid 
upon him, and which compels him ¢o to act ; to punish 
him, therefore, must be unjust, as he was a mere instru- 
meut and was jorced todo as he did. Vet the men who 
believe in such sentiments as these, are the great sticklers 
for future punishment, which they contend is absolutely 
necessary to the glory of Ged and the honor of his righteous 
law. Suchis the idea thev have of the justice of God ; no 
earthly tyrant was ever guilty of such injustice, cruelty and 
oppression as they attribute to the God of all goodness. 


notion of predestination, is too apparent to require any re- 
marks on the subject. By depriving man of the character 
ofa free moral agent it is calculated to take awav ail sense 
of moral obligation, and all just ideas of the dignity of the 
human character. It destroys, too, all intermediate causes, 
and establishes a direct connection between every event 
and the great first cause. Ifyou strike out of existence all 
intermediate causes, which constitute the means by which 
results and objects are eflected,you remove all grounds and 
motives for man to attempt to improve his own condition 
or regulate hisown conduct. The natural faculties and 





propensities of man are aduitted by all te be the gift of his 





The pernicious and iminoral influence of the orthodox 
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ereator : but the overation of these depend in a great de-j; 


eree upon the 
miny 
and character of a man iu Lie, depends more on education 
and early examples than on his native qualities. But ae- 
rta the doc e examining, every act of a 
rean’s life is the result of the direct age ney of God, and was 

fore he came into existence, and 


redetermimed, 
ently it is idle to attempt to train and discipline 
tof vouth, te form them to correet habits and give 
them just views of the moral diguity of their character, as 
zil this will be useless and can have no iniluence on their 
eouduct or final destiny. 


eultivation and improvement which they 
’ 


. . ? » | 
receive, and itis generally admitted that the coninct 


eorcin 


trine we ar 
pr long br 
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FOR TIN INQUIRER 

The following is copied from the R. I. Religious Intelli- 
gencer. | admure the sentiments, and wish them exten- 
aad, C. 

Reward of Parents—The purest pleasures we taste in 
this world arise from the sight of the happiness of which we 
have been the authors. ‘There is a secrettenderness in our 
nature which loves to soothe and gratify itself in the exer- 
aise of the lowest offices of affect on. It is pleasing to shel- 
ter a plant from the roughness of the elements—to protect 
a helpless animal from harm. To assist the weak and 
friendless, and raise the sick man froin the bed of languish- 
ing, affords an exquisite satisiaction. Butif the preserva- 
tion ofa mortal creature to a few years of dou>ttal charac- 
ter, it may be of tribulation and anguish, is the occasion of 
sich blessedness, how great shall be the transports of that 
hour when they who have received mercy to be fatthful, 
shall present the children, to whose safety and moral puri- 
ty they have been devoted, to he admitted with the innu- 
merable company of the blessed to the transcendent and 
muchangeable‘elories which shal! be revealed. 
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It has long been an opinion, strongly advocate? by the 
believers in orthodoxy, that religion and religious inetitu- 
tions ought ever to be held sacred and treated with the ut- 
most reverence. The man who should speak lightly ofany 
Religious service, was considered as a vile wretch desery- 
mg of everlasting punishment, and he that would connect 
any of these services withthe concerns or amusements of 
the vain world, was regarded as‘a@*profane person, on 
whom the charge of blasphemy ought io rest. 

Great are the exertions which have been made to fix the 
charge of protaneness and a want of a due reverence for re- 
ligious mstitutions, on the shoulders of Universalists. Be 
that as it may, surely the orthodox ought to be the last to 
find fauit when they themselyes set the example ; although 
we are willing to acknowledge that the following aun evil 
example, is not a sufficient excuse for any one. 

It is believed that whatever may be the failings of Uni- 
versalists, still they are not destitute of a becoming rever- 
ence for the institutions of religica, and the ordinances of 
God. True, they do not make such great pretensions to 
piety, or sacred regard for religious institutions as some 
ethers do; but surelv, it is betier not to make these pro- 
fessions, and yet live in strict conformity to the several du- 
ties required by the laws of God, than to make these pre- 
tensions and most profanely violate them, 


Our spiritual gnides frequently enforce the idea that we 
are wader the immediate inspection of that * ALL-SEEING 
EYE” which searches the hearts of men; and that God not 
only sees our every action, but alsa hears the words we 
speak; and that we shall have to give an account at the 
solemn tribunal of Jehovah for every idle thought and 
If this be true, we should 


word, as well as for our actions, 


5 INQUIRER. 
suppose that the believers in this doctrine would be ex. 
tremely careful not to hazard an idle word when the in- 
dulgence may terminate in such awful consequences. We 
shonld suppose that a believer in this tremendous judg- 
ment of endless misery, would put a seal ypon his lips, and 
stay his pen, rather than run the risk of losing eternal life 
for a display of wit, or au exhibition of saturical genius, in 
prostituting the ceremonies of religious worship, by miro- 
ducing them into secular business, for the sole purpose of 
ridicuhug others, and producing a laugh at their expense, 
Were a Universalist to take a sacred hymn or song, de- 
signed to be used ia the temple of the living God, and pro- 
fanely paro lize it to profane purposes, he would at once be 
hell up asa fit subject for public execration, as a wicked 
reviler of sacred things. What then must we think of 
those, who, protessedly believing in the doctrine of endless 
wo, and in the certainty of a day of judgment, in which ail 
mankind shall be assembled betore the bar of God, to be 
rewar led according to the deeds done in the body; never- 
theless make lizht of religious ceremonies, aud attempt a 
parody on a solemn song, designed to call our minds toa 
contemplation of the tomb, in which we must all sooner or 
later be laid, and to lead us to serious reflectious on death 
and eternity. Can that man be a believer in a general 
indgment and in an eternity of misery beyond the grave, 
who could sacriegiously treat with levity solemn thoughts 
as those expressed im the following lines : 


*“ Tlark! from the tombs a doleful sound 
Mine ears aitend the ery ; 

Ye living men come view the ground 
Where you must shortiy lie.” &ec. 

Surely the man who could sport with these solemn re- 
flectionsymust havea heart harder than ever was Pharoali’s, 
er, Whatever pretensions he may make to a belief in endless 
misery, he does not believe a word of it. 

When we find men violating the laws of charity, and 
that reverence for religious institutions which bave been 
:0 long professed, for the purpose of making others appear 
ridiculous, or to give scope to their wit aud ingenuity in 
producing alaugh,and to show their contempt of a res- 
pectable, numerous, and growing denomination of chris- 
tans; in Whatever light we may view their mental pow- 
ers, We cannot have a good opinion of the state of their. 
hearts, nor, believe that they have much reverence or res- 
pect for religion, and though they may bend at the aLTAR, 
and press the consecrated cup to their lips, yet when 
weighed in the balance of righteousness by the impartial 
xand of infinite wispom and justice, if they should cast 
their eyes on the wall they will behold, as did Belshazzer, 
written the fearful word *TEKEL.” “Thou art weighed 
in the balance, and art found wanting.” 

[aww 


PREETHINKING CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 


A Society of Christians bearing the above title, has, re- 
cently, been formed in London, and has extended itself in- 
tu the country. The editers of the “Reformer” inform us 
that they have lately seen the first number of a publication 
conducted by this Society called the 
“FREETHINKING CHRISTIANS’ QUARTERLY REGISTER” 

“At present assembling inthe metropolis, and in various 
parts of the country, for the purpose both of private im- 
provement and of public teaching.” 

This church, as stated in the prospectus to the work, “had 
its origin in a small body of individuals, who, a few years 
since, impressed with the importance of religion, yet dis- 
gusted with the absurdities which generally disgrace its 
name, resolved to think for themselves—to take the Serip- 
tures aud the Scriptures only as the standard of Christian- 
ity ; and who, equally regardless of that authority whieh 
has restrained inquiry, and of those consequences, which 
men affect to dread from it, determined to ‘seek Truth 
wherever she might be found, ant to follow her wierthersoever 





she might lead them. 
' 
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We are happy to find that the excommunication of Mrs. 
Townsend by Dr. Spring of New York, is noticed by the 
publishers of papers in different parts of the union; and 
the anti-christian and persecuting spirit of orthodoxy, hell 
up to merited contempt. While viewing the operation of 
this arbitrary power exercised by the clergy, we have great 
cause for rejoicing, that we enjoy that liberal and happy 
form of government, which saves us from the prison and 
thestakkr. ‘The following remarks are from the “ New- 
England Galuxy.” 


ExcoMMuNICATION.—The article in our paper of the 
25th of April respecting the excommunication of Mrs. 
‘Townsend by Dr. Spring of New-York, has been re-pub- 
lished in the National Jutelligeucer ; on which a correspon- 
dent of that paper has made the tullowing comment. 


GENTLEMEN: Atthe risk of being classed among the 
“INFIDELS,” where certain mild, gentle, considerate profes- 
sors of Christianity, have placed you, I must beg permis- 
siow to offer a few remarks on the case of Mrs. Townsend, 
us detailed in alate pamphlet published in New-York. 


Mrs. Townseul, it appears, having doubts respectiag the 
truth of a single article of belief, professed by the commu- 
uicants, of the church to which she belonged, wrote a let- 
ier tothe Pastor, stating her dissent, and “ respectfully re- 
questing a dissolution of her connexion with the Church, 
without a public trial.” ‘This request was denied ; a Com- 
mittee of Conference was sent to argue the point, who, 
finding her immoveable in her belief, a session was held, 
and the following resolution passed, viz: 


“Resolved, That Maria ‘Townsend be excommunicated 
from this Church, and that the first PUBLIC ANNUNCIATION 
OF THIS SENTENCE be made the ensuing Lord’s Day.” 


It is unnecessary to appeal to any man whose heart is 
not hardened into stone, by the influence of bigotry and 
fanaticism combined, in order to excite the keenest indig- 
nation at the stern and cruel disregard here employed 
towards the feelings of arespectable matron. I will ven- 
ture to say that there is nothing in the history of the bitter 
and inflexible warfare of different sects, inthe most ignor- 
ant and bigoted ages of the world, more strongly marked 
with every character of daring and reckless inhumanity, 
than this case, which is a disgrace to the age, and a double 
disyrace to the country in which we live. 

It is at war with the mild spirit of religion : It is an out- 
rage upon the feelings of humanity; it is a wanton and 
cruel sporting with the heart of one who belongs to a sex, 
which none but brutes and cowards would dare thus to as- 
sail; it is an attempt to coerce men and women into a_be- 
lief, ina particular point of doctrine, by the fear of public 
reproach and denunciation. 

_ And this happens, this is permitted,in a country where 
it is solemnly acknowledged, nay asserted as one of the fun- 
damental principles of the Constitution, that a difference 
in religious opinions, shall not subject either man, woman, 
or child, to civil disability or clerical persecution ! I should 
like to know what persecution is? If to drag a matron be- 
fore the public, for the purpose of holding her up to the 
scorn and dejestation of an assembled congregation, gath- 
ered together to hear the words of peace and good-will to 
all mankind—if to denounce her as an apostate from the 
true faith, and turn her adrift, asit were, with the mark of 
Cain upon her forehead, to be an object of horror to her 
brethren and sisters, with whom she has been aceustomed 
to kneel at the foot-stool of God, to offer up her prayers to 
the Throne of Grace—to utter her thanks, to ask forgive - 
ness for herself and all her enemies—if this is not persecu- 
ton, nay, the keenest, the most heart-breaking persecution. 
i know not what persecution is. At this moment, and for 
iue remainder of her life, this helpless matrea ! 





und willf 


so continue, an object of indescribable horror to her most 
intimate associates ; the ties which kuit her to that circle, 
with whom she has been accustomed, perhaps from her i- 
fancy, to exchange the courtesies and good offices of friend- 
ly intimacy, are broken, most likely forever, Sine will be 
thrown upon the world anew, to form new connections 
with society, and when she meets any of her sister commu- 
nicants of the church, that has thus flung her fror its bo- 
som, it will be their duty to pass her with an averted eye. 


Is not this Pensecutidn ? Is not the spirit which dicta- 
ted this PUBLIC OUTRAGE on the feeling and the good name 
of a respectable matron, the same which presided at the 
stake of the Martyrs, the auto da fes, of the Inquisition, re- 
strained, indeed, from such bloody excesses, by the laws, 
but still arriving at ends almost as cruel, through the cir- 
cuitous wiles of a crafty church discipline? Does any one 
helieve that, but for these restraints, ihe persecuting spirit 
that dietated this public exposure of a matron, for consei 
enutiously dissenting froma particular point of faith, would 
have stopped short until it had persecuted her even unto 
death ? 


It is time, and hizh time, if it be not already too late, to 
put a stop to such open violations of the spirit of all those 
constitutions under which we live, to declare by a solema 
act of the legislature, that no inhabitant of these United 
States, “by the blessing of God free and independent,” for- 
feits his rights as a citizen by dissenting from any particular 
system of belief—his right to the protection of his person, 
his property, aye, and what is dearer thon all these, of his 
REPUTATION, by entering or departing from a communion 
with any Church, as his reason and conscience dictates. 
Let them stay witha Church as long as they please, and 
when they request a dismissal let it not be accompanied by 
PUBLIC DISGRACE as if they had committed some horrible 
crime. 

LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE. 
warereen 

From Presmpent Apams To Dr. Bancnort, oF 

WorCESTFR. 





Quincy, Jan. WA, 1823. 

Dear Sir : 1 thank you for your kind letter of Decem- 
ber 30th, and above all for the gift of agprecious volume. 
It is a chain of diamonds, set in links of gold. | have never 
read, nor heard read, a volume of sermons better calcuiat- 
ed and adapted to the age and country in which it was 
written. How different from the sermons | heard, «nd read 
in the town of Worcester, from the years [755 to 1758. 

As my destiny in life has been somewhat uncommon, I 
must beg your pardon for indulging tira little egotism. 1 
may say | was born and bred in the centre ef Theological 
and Ecclesiastical controversy. A sermon of “Mr. Bryant, 
minister of this Parish, who lived on a spot, now a part of 
the farm on which ] live, occasioned the controversy be- 
tween him and Mr. Niles, Mr. Porter, Mr. bass, end many 
others, whieh broke out like the eruption of a volcano, and 
blazed with portentous aspect ior many years. ‘The death 
of Dr. Miller, the Episcopolian Minister of this town, pro- 
duced a controversy between Dr. Mayhew and Mr. Ap- 
thorp, who were both so connected with this town, that 
they might almost be considered as inhabitants of it. 1 
may almost say, that my eyes opened upon Books of Con- 
troversy. When I removed to Worcester in 1755, | found 
that county hot with controversy between the parties of 
Mr. Buckminster and Mr. Mellen. | became acquainted 
with Dyer, Doolittle and Baidwin, three notable dispu- 
tants.* Mr. Maccarty, though a Calvinist. was not a big- 
ot, but the town was a scene of disputes all the time [ lived 
there. When i left them, ] entered into a scene of other 
disputations at the Ber. and not long afterwards disputa- 
tions of another kind im politicks. In later thnes, f have 





*'These men were prof_esed deists, then resi lent in Wer 
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live 4 with Ath nists, Delsi-, and 
' 


sceptic ie: with Cardinals, 


rchhis . Monke. Priests ond Friars of (ie Roman Cath- 
oli pers a ni with Archiishops, Bishops, Deans and 
Priests of (ne Clinveh of England. With Farmer, Price, 
Priestly. Kippis, Rees, Lindsey, Disney, and Jebb. With 
the higlish wud Seottis ey Clergy in Holland, and especial- 


ly with Dr. \aclain, at the Hague—I hove conversed free- 


ly with most « sects in and have not been 
whoily maitentive to the writings and reasonings of all 
these demomtations of Philosophers and Christians. You 
may that I have had controversies 
butaiter all, | declare to you, that your twenty- 
nine Sermons have expressed the result of all my reading, 
experience, and reflections, ma manner more satisfactory 
tome than | could have done in the 
streneth, 

The most afflictive cireumstances that Lhave witnessed, 
im the lot of liumanity, are the narrow views, t 
fous and 


pling one. 
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yell suppose then, 


enough 3 


best days of my 


he unsocial 
evs of all 
this let- 
» of the zealous Men- 
yutions to the funds of the Missionary so- 

eties, called upon a gentleman in Haveriull, and request- 
ed his charity. ‘The gentleman declined subscribing, 
there are in and about the town of 


humor, the fastid scorn, epulsive tem] 

denominations, ] cannot conclude 

ter without adding an anecdote. On: 
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POETRY. 





From the Christian Register. 
SPRING. 

When Spring unlocks the flowers 
To paint the laughing soil ; 

When Summer's balmy breezes 
Refresh the mower’s toil ; 

When Winter holds in frosty chains 
‘The fallow and the flood : 

In God the earth rejoices still, 
And owns her Maker good. 


The birds that wake the morning, 
And those that love the shade ; 

The winds that swell the ocean, 
Or lull the drowsy glade; 

The sun that from his amber bower, 
Rejoices on his way ; 

The moon and stars their Rulers state 
fu silent pomp display. 


Shall Man, the heir of nature, 





Clergymen, Ministers of nine Congregations, not one of 
whom lives upon terms of civility with any others, will} 


wimit nene other ito his Pulpit, nor be permitted to go 
aito the Pulpit of way other; now if you will raise a fund 
fo send Missionaries to -to convert these 
gzvmen to Christianity, [ will contribute 
man. 

Fam, sir, with great esteem, 
humble servant, 


N. B. 


nine Cler- 
as Much as any 


your obliged friend, and 
JOHN ADAMS. 
The name of a town is omitted. 

The beauty of a rcligious life is one of its greatest rec- 
emmendatious. What does it profess? Peace to all man- 
kind. it teaches us thosearts which will render us belov- 
ed and respected, which will contribute to our present com- 
fort as we of as our future happiness. Its greate st ornament 
is charity.—it inculeates nothing but love and simplicity 
of affection ; it breathes nothing but the purest spirit of 
delight, i in short, it isasystem perfectly calculated to ben- 
efit the heart, improve the mind, and enlighten the under- 
standing. 

The Tear-—A Tear is what? 
ihe cup of sensibility—the index to a soul fraught with 
fee ling. the ailment of a heart drooping in solitude—with 
the base, ‘tis the arms of warfare, against the innocence of 
loveliness, simplicity and beauty ; with woman, ‘tis the 
shield of defence against the wily and insiduous—her weap- 
en of offence to the cold, the obdurate, the unfeeling ; with 
the parent, "tis the blessilg of age on the offspring of youth- 
ful vigor and affection ; with the child, ‘tis the supporting 
staff oi fillal piety ; with friends, “tis the token of the com- 
munion of souls; to the afflicted, “tis the administering an- 
gel of consolation—the balm of Gilead to the wounded 


spuit—the dew of sympathy to the withering flowers of 
sorrow. 


Tis the overflowing of 
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When vour reason and judgment gain an ascendancy 


propensity, consider the victory as worthy of 
imemoreuen 


ever one Evi 


Pere 
- 


i tlida COl 


DIED, 


. Farkhemseted, on the Ist inst. Mra. Sanonn Case, 

i 17 years. By the death of this promising youth the 
ations of th e deceased bave lost an affectionate Son and 
brother. May the father of mercies grant them the con- 
sol itious of { his spiritand enable them to bear the stroke 


wiib christian fortitude. 


[xpectant of the sky— 

Shall man alone, unthankful, 
The voice of praise deny ? 

No, let the sun forsake his course, 
‘The Seasons cease to be— 

‘Thee, Maker, shall we yet adore, 
And, Saviour, honor Thee. 


‘The flowers of Spring may wither, 
The fruits of Summer fade, 
The Winter fall untimely, 
The birds forsake the shade, 
The rivers fail, the oe iy tide 
Unlearn his old deer 
But, Lord, in Nature’s ay ing hour 
Our love shall cling to Thee. 
—s+e-—- 
ANECDOTE. 

There was once a supersiitious mother who was continu- 
ally talking to her childrenof hell. She 
them as a place that God had buil 
thick walls, and filled with an antity 
of burning brimstone ; and she often declared that i it was 
one of the most useful sections of the Universe, which cost 
the divine Bemg as much labor, as heaven or earth. 
of her children, happening to cast its eye once 
first verse of the first of Genesis, turned to tts 
mother and said, | here read that “in the beeinmme God 
created the heaven and the earth ;” why 
he as you say, created heli al-o? The mother confounded, 
stammered a while fora reply, but finally reprunancde 
child for asking such a wicked question, 
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